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Midlands - Leadership Conference  
 

Business Resilience: Confidence, Capability, and 
Reality 

 
Cyber criminals do not differentiate between cities, regions, or nation-states, and neither should we. Join 
ISACA Central Chapter and SASIG in Birmingham for this superb opportunity to discuss the realities of 
maintaining business operations through the most challenging times. We’ll discuss what leaders believe, what 
organisations can do, and what really happens when a cyber incident hits. 
 
All SASIG events operate under the Chatham House Rule, and there is no charge to attend. Our hosts will 
kindly provide lunch and refreshments. 

 
 

 
 

 

Thursday 16 July 2026 
9.30am - 4.15pm 
Aston University, Birmingham 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/sasigevents/


 

 

Chair 

Liz Murray Chief of Staff, The SASIG 

9.30am Registration, coffee, and networking 

10.00am Welcome and introductions 
Raj Atwal President, ISACA Central UK 

 

10.15am Cyber Resilience in the Boardroom: From Risk Awareness to Strategic 
Advantage 
Jack Harrigan Head of Cyber Governance Policy, DSIT 
 
Hostile cyber activity in the UK is growing more intense, frequent and 
sophisticated. This is causing significant financial and social harm to UK 
businesses and citizens. This presentation focuses on the action the UK 
government is taking to protect the nation from malicious actors, and how it is 
working closely with industry to strengthen the UK’s cyber resilience.  
 
This session will chiefly focus on the Government’s Cyber Resilience Pledge but 
will reference DSIT’s Codes of Practice and the Cyber Security and Resilience Bill. 

 

10.45am  Integrating Secure by Design into OT: Resolving Governance Conflicts to 
Strengthen Resilience 
‘Can a confidentiality-driven security model ever protect availability-driven 
systems’ 
Stuart Codack Principal OT Cyber Security Consultant, PA Consulting 
 
Secure by design as a concept delivers friction into the ability to deliver 
operational technology. How can OT/IS requirements be delivered seamlessly 
into organisations when governance frameworks contradict one another? 

 

11.15am Tea, coffee, and networking break 

11.45am Beyond the audit: What real resilience looks like in top security teams 
Harry Clark EMEA GRC Lead, Vanta 

 
Security teams are under pressure from every side: more audits, more evidence 
requests, more supplier scrutiny, and more regulatory complexity. Compliance 
remains essential, but many organisations are asking a harder question: does 
passing audits actually mean we are more resilient? 
 
This session explores where audit-heavy operating models help, where they fall 
short, and what mature security leaders are doing to connect compliance 
activity to real operational readiness - across controls, suppliers, incident 
response, and ownership. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

12.15pm The Next Insider Threat: Securing AI Agents, Machine Identities, and Hybrid 
Environments Using Behaviour Analytics 
Jake Anthony Principal Solutions Engineer, Exabeam 
 
The next evolution of insider risk is already underway. As organisations adopt AI, 
automation, and machine-driven operations, the definition of an insider now 
extends beyond humans to include AI agents, service accounts, and autonomous 
systems. Traditional security models struggle to detect these fast-moving, non-
human threats. 
 
This session explores how insider risk is becoming a hybrid challenge and how 
Behaviour Analytics provides enhanced intelligence - delivering Behaviour 
Intelligence for the Agentic Enterprise - to detect drift, uncover shadow AI, and 
identify compromised machine identities.  

 

12.45pm Networking lunch 

1.45pm Panel discussion: What does your organisation need to do to recover well 
following a cyber incident? 
Facilitated by Liz Murray Chief of Staff, The SASIG 
Chris Woods Founder and CEO, CyberQ Group 
Jake Anthony Principal Solutions Engineer, Exabeam 
Charles McAlpin Director Technical Account Management, UK and Ireland, 
Qualys 
Shaun Staff Group Head of Brand & Communications, Azets  
 
Organisations have business continuity plans, but how far are these practised? 
Do your employees know what role they will take when the incident hits? 
How prepared are you for your systems being unavailable, and how will you 
bring them back? This panel discussion will look at what you need to know. 
Considerations you may not have got in your plan. Prioritisation to help 
reduce recovery time, and who can help you when your world is on fire. 

 

2.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The AI Threat Landscape, Between the Hype and Your Data 
Lewis Henderson Director, Intelligence Communications, KELA 
 
Skip the science fiction and see the reality about what criminals and nation state 
actors are capable of when AI enabled. KELA provides the insight from over a 
million infostealer-infected machines, tens of thousands of stolen AI-platform 
sessions, and leaked chats from a working ransomware crew — this session 
separates what attackers are actually doing with AI from what you're being sold 
to fear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
3.00pm 

 
Discover the 30 Key Actions for CISOs by 2030 
Florian Pouchet Head of Cybersecurity and Operational Resilience UK, 
Wavestone 
 
Over the years, the CISO function has become a power vehicle, built to absorb 
every shock. Now, attackers are operating at machine speed, and most cyber 
operating models remain fragmented, manual and hard to scale.  
 
We will draw on the 30 key actions for CISOs to share how security leaders can 
shape business direction and drive cultural change; positioning security not as a 
constraint, but a catalyst for resilience and innovation. 

3.30pm Panel discussion: Assurance and Oversight. What does “good” look like? 
Facilitated by Mike Hughes Director, Prism RA, and ISACA Central UK 
Rolf von Roessing Partner, Forfa Consulting AG 
Malcolm Kafesu IT Security & Governance Manager, Ontic 
Steven Moore ICT Manager, The Legal Ombudsman 
Jake Anthony Principal Solutions Engineer, Exabeam 
 
Organisations largely manage risk through the mitigation risk response. This 
requires the implementation and operation of a combination of management 
controls covering People, Process and Technology. 
 
To give confidence that these controls have been designed, implemented and 
are being operated effectively and consistently, a programme is needed to 
assure that identified risks are managed appropriately and adequately. Without 
that detailed overview, organisations risk overconfidence, placing undue reliance 
on safeguards that may not perform when it matters most. 

 
This panel discussion will explore the key elements of effective assurance 
programmes, examine what genuinely strengthens an organisation’s risk 
posture, and discuss how to successfully embed a cross-functional approach. 
 

 

4.15pm End of meeting  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

About 
 

The Security Awareness Special Interest Group (SASIG) 
 
SASIG is a subscription-free networking forum, membership now represents thousands of 
organisations of all sizes from across the world and from all sectors, public and private. Its 
11,200+ membership is drawn from CIOs, CISOs and their staff with responsibility for 
cybersecurity within their organisations. Professionals from other disciplines (risk, HR, legal, 
supply, etc.) and representatives from government, law enforcement and academia are also 
being increasingly welcomed at events. The Chatham House Rule is strictly enforced and 
universally respected at all meetings, and vendors and the Press are routinely excluded. Thus, 
the level of debate is extraordinarily revealing and rewarding. 
 
SASIG has a members’ website at www.thesasig.com. Please register here for membership. 
 
 
 

With thanks to our Supporters and Contributors… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

01234 707 035 
info@thesasig.com 
www.thesasig.com 

http://www.thesasig.com/
http://www.thesasig.com/
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The ISACA Central UK Chapter (formed 1993) www.isaca-central.org.uk is a professional 
association supporting over 1,200 members in the Midlands working in IT audit, security, 
governance, and risk. It provides local networking, professional development, and educational 
opportunities, aiming to support digital trust professionals in the public and private sectors.   
 
ISACA www.isaca.org is a global professional association and learning organisation with 195,000 
members who work in digital trust fields such as information/cyber security, governance, 
assurance, risk, privacy and quality. With a presence in 188 countries and with 225 chapters 
worldwide, ISACA is recognized around the world for its guidance, credentials, education, 
training and community. 
 

 With thanks to our Supporters and Contributors… 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             ISACA Central UK proudly supports 

http://www.isaca-central.org.uk/
http://www.isaca.org/

